
 

                 JOURNEY OF FAITH 

       2019-20 Registration and Program Information 

 

 
 

Journey of Faith is for everyone in the parish—youth in grades K-12 and their parents, single, married, empty nesters, 

college students, and retirees. We are pleased to present this year’s schedule and topics along with information about 

our program to assist you in registration. Please fill out the attached registration form and return it to us by the deadline. If 

you prefer to register online, please contact us for the link and your ID#. 

 

CONFIRMATION FAMILIES, PLEASE NOTE: 

 Eleventh graders who have already begun their Confirmation preparation as 10th graders will be Confirmed in  

October of this year, 2019. All other 11th graders seeking Confirmation must contact Barb to discuss options. 

 If you have already begun the Confirmation process and will be confirmed this fall on October 13, there is no need to 

register or pay a fee. 

 This year's 10th graders will begin Confirmation preparation early in 2020. Please register your 10th grader for  

Confirmation and pay the fee.   

 

Please read this additional information carefully before filling out your registration form: 

 Deadline for registration is Wednesday, July 31, 2019. Any registrations received after this date are subject to late 

fees, and preferences regarding session or location will not be guaranteed after this date. 

 Wednesday session 1 is scheduled at both the Big Lake and Becker locations. Wednesday Session 2 is scheduled 

ONLY AT THE BECKER LOCATION. Please indicate your preference as to location; these preferences might not be 

honored for late registrations. 

 Please also complete the section regarding registration for your children who will be preparing for and celebrating the 

Sacraments of First  Reconciliation, First Eucharist, and Confirmation this year.  

 Graduated fee schedule: check the registration form for an early bird break (by and including July 20) on  

registration fees, as well as late fees that apply beginning on August 1. Please note that the family fee is waived for 

catechists; Sacrament preparation fees are separate from family fees.  

 NON-MEMBERS of Mary of the Visitation wishing to register for Journey of Faith will pay higher registration fees; 

these families will only be placed into classes once all member families have been assigned. Families enrolling into 

Sacrament Preparation programs must be members of Mary of the Visitation. 

 Journey of Faith is for ages Kindergarten through adult; at least one parent of youth in Kindergarten – Grade 10 must 

attend when their children attend; both parents are strongly encouraged to attend. Those in 11th & 12th 
 
grade are 

encouraged to participate as well, with or without parents. 

 Sessions meet once per month for an hour and a half, and all family members will attend at the same time on the 

same day. 

 All registered families will receive a letter in early September indicating their schedule for the year.  

 No one will be refused participation for financial reasons; please contact Barb if you wish to set up a payment plan or 

request a fee waiver. Payment or waiving of current year fees must be satisfied by conclusion of the Journey of Faith 

year in order for families to participate the following year. 

 Registration forms may be mailed to Mary of the Visitation (PO Box 100, Big Lake 55309), or dropped off at either 

location.  

 Our year will begin with a Fall Kick-off celebration for registered families on Wednesday, September 18, at 6:30 pm 

in BECKER. Watch for details in your September family schedule letter. 

 

Announcements and information regarding Journey of Faith can be found on our website (www.maryofthevisitation.org) 

as well as in the Sunday bulletin. Please feel free to contact me with any questions you may have about Journey of Faith. 

You may reach me by calling 763-447-3339, or emailing Barb Olson (bolson@maryofthevisitation.org), Director of Faith 

Formation. 

PO Box 100 

Big Lake, MN  55309 

763-447-3339 



 SESSION 1 (Becker & Big Lake) 
6:30-8:00 pm (Wed) 

 
October 2 

November 6 (Intergenerational) 

December 4 

January 8  

February 5 

March 4 

April 1 

SESSION 2 (BECKER ONLY) 
6:30-8:00 pm (Wed) 

 
October 9 

November 13 (Intergenerational) 

December 11 

January 15 

February 12 

March 11 

April 15 

End of Year Celebration  

April 22 (Wed), 6:30pm, Big Lake 

2019-20 SCHEDULE 
Kick-Off Celebration  

September 18 (Wed), 6:30pm, Becker 

October - Families at the Center 

The handing down of Catholic faith to children is a fundamental choice that parents make for their family. What do you wish for your 
child(ren)? People of Inspiration: Saints Anne & Joachim 

 
November - Church of the Home 

Families will attend an all-ages session, during which they will explore how God is present in their family and in their home. They will 
reflect on their mission as the Domestic Church and prepare a family mission statement. What does your family stand for? People of 
Inspiration: Saints Joseph and Mary 

December - Family Rituals and Traditions 

Families identify themselves and tell their family stories through daily routines, celebrations, and rituals, many of which are lived out 
in the context of the liturgical year.  How does your family celebrate its rituals?  People of Inspiration: Saints Priscilla & Aquila 

January - Family Faith Conversations 

Hearing parents’ faith stories is one of the most important influences on the faith of children and teenagers. What are your faith 
stories, and how do they impact your children? People of Inspiration: Saints Louis & Zelie Martin 
 

February - Family Devotions, Prayer & Liturgy 

A family’s devotional life is always connected to the larger Body of Christ, which includes regular participation in the Church’s litur-
gies and sacraments. How does your family pray? People of Inspiration: Luigi & Maria Corsini Beltrame Quattrocchi 
 

March - Family Meals 

Many of the family’s faith practices happen around the family meal: conversations, prayer, reading the bible, celebrating rituals and 
traditions, etc. What happens around your table? People of Inspiration: Blessed Frederic & Amelie Ozanam 

April - Family Service 

Engaging in service with one’s family can be a powerful opportunity for growing in faith. Service is the day-in and day-out lifestyle we 
lead that manifests the faith in us and involves our children in the faith. How does your family serve others? People of Inspiration: St. 
Gianna Beretta Molla and Pietro Molla 

The primary way by which Catholic identity becomes rooted in children’s lives is by the day-to-day reli-
gious practices of the family and the ways parents model and consciously share their faith to and with 

their children. The role of the family is so important in this respect that the Church considers the family 
the “Domestic Church,” or the church of the home.  

Join us this year as we look at specific ways that Catholic family life can sustain, nurture and strengthen 
faith within the home. To offer us support and inspiration, we will be meeting people of inspiration who 

were married with families. 


