
GRADE 3 

APRIL 2020 
 

MATERIALS NEEDED: Your child’s Alive in Christ book, Chapters 19-21; pencils, markers 

 

Before beginning each chapter: 

Before beginning each chapter: 

Review the corresponding Family + Faith page. (Chapter 19, p. 265; Chapter 20, p. 275; Chapter 21, p. 

285) On each page, read the Consider This feature and reflect on your thoughts to the opening 

question. Read the additional sections on this page to preview the content presented in each chapter. 

The following lesson plans cover the basics of each chapter, but feel free to complete the additional 

reading and activities not specifically listed. You may choose to do all three chapters in one session or 

one chapter per day / week.  

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Turn to p. 257. Make the Sign of the Cross together. Read aloud the Psalm verse and invite your child to 

respond. Read the scripture in God’s Word. Explain that, after Jesus was raised from the dead and 

ascended into Heaven, there were not very many people outside of his own country who knew about 

him. The first disciples, strengthened by the Holy Spirit, learned how to live together and went out to 

spread the Good News. Invite your child to respond to the questions in the What Do You Wonder? Box. 

 

 

CHAPTER 19: THE CHURCH THROUGH TIME 

p.258-59: Read aloud the introduction to the Scripture. Explain that the they are about to hear a story 

about Abraham, Sarah, and Isaac. It is based on the very first book of the Bible, the Book of Genesis. 

Read the scripture in God’s Word. Point out that God later changed Abram’s name to Abraham. Ask your 

child to read Fulfilled in Jesus. Review the Catholic Faith Word and ensure that your child understands 

them.  

p. 260: Read the three paragraphs. Explain that some people did not want to hear the Good News about 

Jesus and that they made laws against the Christian faith. Help your child understand the term 

persecution – harassment of or harm done to a group because of some difference. Review the Catholic 

Faith Word. 

p. 261: Ask your child to read aloud the paragraph under “The Church Grows.” Explain that many years 

passed between the beginnings of the Church and the time of the Irish and Scottish Saints. Even more 

time passed before the Church spread to the Americas. Read aloud “Into the Present.” Complete the 

Connect Your Faith activity. 

p. 263: Read about St. Clement of Rome. 

 



 

 

CHAPTER 20: THE WORK OF THE CHURCH 

P. 268: Ask your child to silently read the paragraph. Proclaim the scripture in God’s Word. Explain that, 

as baptized members of the Church, we are all called to perform positive actions and work for the 

Kingdom of God. Read aloud the final paragraph for some of the actions we can take. 

p. 269: Read aloud the first paragraph. Ask your child to complete the gold-star activity. Discuss his/her 

answers, and share ways that you give your time, talent and treasure. 

p. 271: Alternate reading aloud the first two paragraphs. Review the Catholic Faith Words. Read aloud 

the paragraph under “Why Help with the Church’s Work?” Remind your child that all people are called 

to share their gifts and serve one another. Complete the Connect Your Faith activity. 

p. 272: Ask your child to read aloud the first two paragraphs. Define the term “witness” as a verb that 

means “to testify or tell the truth about something.” Complete the gold-star activity. Discuss how 

participating in the listed activities shows faith to others. Read about St. Peter Claver. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER 21: EVERLASTING LIFE 

 

p. 278: Read aloud the first paragraph. Invite your child to read the story. Ask: Why do you think Daisy 

felt better after learning that flowers would bloom from her seeds?  

p. 279: Ask your child to read aloud the text to introduce the scripture story. Read the scripture in God’s 

Word. Explain that the holy city is John’s way of describing his vision of the new life Christians will have 

when Jesus returns. Tell your child that, although death is an ending, it is also a beginning. Explain that 

Jesus promised his followers everlasting life. 

p. 280: Alternate reading the paragraphs with your child. When you get to the highlighted words 
(Heaven, Hell, Purgatory, and Last Judgment) go to the Catholic Faith Words box and read their 
definitions.  

p. 281: Read aloud these paragraphs. Remind your child that as followers of Jesus, he/she can look 

forward to a reunion with God. The Church looks forward to the time when the Reign of God will come 

in its fullness.    

p. 282: Explain that comforting a person shows that you share his or her feelings of grief, usually 

because someone the person cared about is very sick or has died. Read the first two paragraphs aloud. 

Complete the gold-star activity. Read about St. Joseph. 

 

 

(continued…) 

 



 

 

APRIL PEOPLE OF INSPIRATION 

Refer back to the efaith page https://www.maryofthevisitation.com/-efaith to access this month’s 

People of Inspiration story in the Adult / Family resources column, and the April Trading Cards in the 

Youth Resources column. These activities can be done together with your family. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER REVIEWS 

The publisher, Our Sunday Visitor, provides Eassessments that can be completed online with results sent 

to the Faith Formation Director. To access these Eassessments, follow the links below. You will be asked 

to enter first/last name and grade…use your grade number and location, for example: Grade 3 Becker 

 

Chapter 19 

http://aliveinchrist.osv.com/assessments/view/687728 

Chapter 20 

http://aliveinchrist.osv.com/assessments/view/687733 

Chapter 21 

http://aliveinchrist.osv.com/assessments/view/687735 

 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Pray the Our Father together. 

Close with the Sign of the Cross. 
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