
GRADE 4 

APRIL 2020 
 

MATERIALS NEEDED: Your child’s Alive in Christ book, Chapters 19-21; pencils or pens 

 

Before beginning each chapter: 

Before beginning each chapter: 

Review the corresponding Family + Faith page. (Chapter 19, p. 265; Chapter 20, p. 275; Chapter 21, p. 285) On each 

page, read the Consider This feature and reflect on your thoughts to the opening question. Read the additional sections 

on this page to preview the content presented in each chapter. 

The following lesson plans cover the basics of each chapter, but feel free to complete the additional reading and 

activities not specifically listed. You may choose to do all three chapters in one session or one chapter per day / week.  

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 

Turn to p. 257. Make the Sign of the Cross together. Read aloud the Psalm verse and invite your child to respond. Read 

the scripture in God’s Word. Explain that God has generously given each of us many gifts. We are a gifted people. The 

gifts we’ve been given are meant to be shared. We can be generous in all things, not just with things. WE can be 

generous with time, compassion, abilities, and love. Invite your child to respond to the questions in the What Do You 

Wonder? Box. 

 

 

CHAPTER 19: A GENEROUS SPIRIT 

p.258: Read aloud the first paragraph. Explain that they are about to hear a story about a man who was obsessed about 

his wealth. Read the scripture in God’s Word. Ask: What did the rich fool do when he ran out of space to store his 

harvest? Has your idea of what “rich” means changed after hearing God’s Word?  

p. 260: Read aloud the first paragraph. Have your child listen to find out which two Commandments tell about the right 

attitude to have toward materials possessions. Invite your child to read aloud the rest of the text on this page. When you 

come to the highlighted words envy, greed, humility, justice, go to the Catholic Faith Words box and read their 

definitions. Explain that almost everyone feels greed or envy at times. Point out that we can overcome these feelings. 

Discuss: How and when are you tempted to be envious or greedy? Make sure you share examples from your life. 

p. 261: Read aloud the first paragraph as a review of the lesson so far. Invite your child to read aloud the next 

paragraph. When you get to the highlighted word, stewardship, go to the Catholic Faith Words box and read its 

definition. Read the scripture. Ask: Why do you think the widow contributed more than the rest? Discuss what your 

family does to support your Church and the needs of others. Complete the Connect Your Faith activity. 

p. 262-23: Read aloud the first paragraph to review the Seventh and Tenth Commandments. Explain that when you are 

generous, you keep these Commandments. Have your child read aloud the second paragraph. Ask your child to close 

their eyes as you read aloud the different suggestions. Complete the gold-star activity. Read about St. Margaret of 

Scotland. 



 

CHAPTER 20: THE CHURCH IN THE WORLD 

P. 268: Ask your child to read aloud the first paragraph to introduce the Scripture story. Proclaim the “The 

Commissioning of the Disciples.” Read aloud the last paragraph. When you get to the highlighted words, Gospel, 

mission, and evangelization, ask your child to find their definitions in the Catholic Faith Words box. Ask: What do 

Catholics and other Christians in communities around the world have in common? (They are followers of Jesus.) 

p. 269: Have your child read the first paragraph silently. Ask her/him to tell you what Jesus’ mission was. Read aloud the 

next paragraph. Ask: In what ways is the Catholic Church diverse worldwide? (practices, languages, cultures)  Point out 

that, amidst the diversity, Catholics are united through the same faith. Discuss what unites the Church.  

p. 270: Read aloud the first paragraph to learn what missionaries do. 

p. 272-73: Ask: How can you help missionaries spread God’s Word? Tell your child that this page will teach them more 

about missionaries. Read aloud the two paragraphs. Ask your child to read the captions that accompany the pictures. 

Stop after each one and discuss. Complete the gold-star activity. Ask: If you were a missionary, what work would you 

like to do and where? Read about Blessed Junipero Serra. 

 

CHAPTER 21: ETERNAL LIFE WITH GOD 

 

p. 278: Ask your child what he/she thinks Heaven is like. Share your understanding of Heaven with your child. Read the 

text aloud. When you get to the highlighted words, Heaven and Gifts of the Holy Spirit, ask your child to find their 

definitions in the Catholic Faith Words box. Point out that there is much bout Heaven that people will need to wait to 

understand. Whatever it is like, Heaven will be an experience of love and peace. Ask: What do you think will be the best 

thing about Heaven? Point out that Baptism and Confirmation, which help people grow in friendship with God, are 

Sacraments of the Holy Spirit. 

p. 279: Direct your child’s attention to the chart, “The Gifts of the Holy Spirit.” Tell your child that this chart tells how the 

Gifts of the Holy Spirit help you grow in friendship with God. Work through the chart, reading each bar as a sentence: 

“The gift of …helps you ….” Stop after each sentence and ask your child how that gift might be used by someone his/her 

age. Complete the Share Your Faith Activity. 

p. 280: Tell your child that everyone has the choice to accept or reject God’s grace and the Gifts of the Holy Spirit. Read 

aloud the first paragraph. When you come to the highlighted word, particular judgment, have your child find its 

definition in the Catholic Faith Words box. Point out that God welcomes all who love him above all things and that they 

should love their neighbor as themselves. Read aloud the second paragraph. Tell your child that those who choose to 

reject God are separated from him forever. That permanent separation from God is called “Hell.”  

p. 281: Read aloud the first paragraph. Have your child look for the definition of Last Judgment in the Catholic Faith 

Words box. Tell your child to listen to find out what will happen to all people at the end of time. Explain that Jesus 

described the Last Judgment for his followers. Proclaim the Scripture. Ask: Who is the king in this story? Who are the 

righteous? 

p. 282-83: Direct your child to read aloud the introductory paragraphs. Ask your child to tell you about a time when 

he/she was sorrowful, lonely, or uncertain. Explain that everyone has felt these emotions sometime in their life. Read 

through the suggestions for coping with troubled times in the “Using the Gifts of the Spirit” chart. Complete the gold-

star activity. Read about St. Martin de Porres. 

(continued…) 



 

 

APRIL PEOPLE OF INSPIRATION 

Refer back to the efaith page https://www.maryofthevisitation.com/-efaith to access this month’s People of Inspiration 

story in the Adult / Family resources column. These activities can be done together with your family. 

 

 

 

CHAPTER REVIEWS 

The publisher, Our Sunday Visitor, provides Eassessments that can be completed online with results sent to the Faith 

Formation Director. To access these Eassessments, follow the links below. You will be asked to enter first/last name and 

grade…use your grade number and location, for example: Grade4 Becker 

 

Chapter 19 

http://aliveinchrist.osv.com/assessments/view/687744 

Chapter 20 

http://aliveinchrist.osv.com/assessments/view/687747 

Chapter 21 

http://aliveinchrist.osv.com/assessments/view/687748 

 

 

 

 

CLOSING PRAYER 

Pray the Our Father together. 

Close with the Sign of the Cross. 
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